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THE  ORIGIN  OF  DUBLIN  GROVE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Aurora,   North  Carolina 
(Prepared  by  David  Mayo)£ie.  W$ 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  was  established  in  this  p^g, 
section  in  the  year  1875.     At  the  beginning  of  services  here,  there 
was  no  church  and  the  building  used  was  a  school  house  called  theYNA^ 
Hartsfield  School.     This  building  was  located  almost  directly  in 
front  of  the  site  where  Otis  Thompson  now  lives.     Services  were 
conducted  in  this  manner  for  about  two  years  before  an  effort  was 
made  to  build  a  church. 


The  Reverend  Joe  Tripp  was  the  first  full  time  preacher  hired 
by  the  congregation  after  a  church  body  was  organized.     After  church 
services  had  been  conducted  in  the  school  building  for  about  two 
years,   the  members  decided  to  build  a  church.     Of  course  there  was 
a  limited  amount  of  money  in  such  a  newly  founded  church  unit,  so 
there  was  no  question  but  that  the  members  would  have  to  do  all  the 
work  possible. 

People  who  had  woods  land  donated  timber  and  the  logs  were 
hewn  in  the  woods  in  this  neighborhood.     Every  part  of  the  building 
was  made  by  hand  with  the  exception  of  the  weatherboarding . 

Those  actively  engaged  in  the  carpentry  work  were  John  Morgan 
Banks,   Robert  and  David  Hudnell,   Jesse  R.   Calloway,   Stephen  and 
Jonas  Deal,  Virgil  and  Thomas  Allen. 

The  land  for  the  church  site  was  obtained  from  George  H.  Brown 
and  Mrs.  Martha  Jarvis,   executors  of  the  Charles  E.   Jarvis  estate. 
The  deed  for  said  land  was  recorded  on  May  2,   1877,  with  the 
signatures  of  the  following  as  trustees  of  the  church:  Robert 
Hudnell,  Morgan  Banks,   J.   R.   Callaway,   W.   G.   Allen,   and  L.   L.  Deal. 

When  the  building  was  completed  in  this  site,   the  dedication 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Reverend  John  Linton.     The  Reverend  Joe 
Tripp  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  until  his  health  failed  him. 
(He  died  in  1892.)     Other  early  pastors  to  serve  the  church  were 
Isaac  Pipkin,   Jesse  Bennett,  Mr.    Slaughter,  Mr.   Cummings,   and  Mr. 
McCaskey . 

Later  the  grounds  around  the  church  were  cleared  and  burial 
lots  were  sold.     The  first  person  buried  here  was  Mrs.   Frances  Ann 
Cahoon . 


Various  changes  have  taken  place  but  the  structure  of  the  first 
church  that  was  ever  built  in  this  neighborhood  is  the  church  we  use 
today.     The  completion  of  the  first  church  was  about  1879. 

The  minutes  of  the  General  Conference  for  1878  report  a  member- 
ship of  41  for  Dublin  Grove  Church. 
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PASTORS  OF  DUBLIN  GROVE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


1907- 

-11 

R.   F.  Pittman 

1911- 

-13 

D.   A.  Windham 

1913- 

-14 

R.   F.  Pittman 

1914- 

15 

Mac  Prescott 

1915- 

18 

J.   E.  Sawyer 

1918- 

23 

Phillip  Woodard 

1923- 

26 

N.  D.  Wiggs 

1927- 

31 

E.   C.  Gaskill 

1931- 

32 

D.   A.  Windham 

1932- 

33 

M.   A.  Woodard 

1933- 

35 

Duffy  Toler 

1035- 

43 

J.  P.  Woodard 

1943- 

45 

Clinton  Lupton 

1945- 

46 

Roy  Miller 

1946- 

48 

K.  W.  Gaskill 

1948- 

49 

Clinton  Lupton 

1949- 

52 

W.   H.  Willis 

1952- 

55 

N.   D.   Wiggs,  Jr. 

1955- 

59 

Graham  Lane 

1959- 

62 

Clinton  Lupton 

1962- 

64 

Eugene  Sumner 

1964- 

65 

Harry  Jones 

1965- 

69 

Clinton  Lupton 

1969- 

70 

Ray  Carmady 

1970- 

72 

N.   B.    (Tex)  Barrow 

1972- 

75 

James  A.  Evans 

1975- 

75 

Elbert  E.  Edwards 

1975- 

76 

Danny  Blackman 

1976- 

78 

Calvin  Heath 
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